The Green Flag - Update June 2009



                   The Green-Schools programme for litter and waste is progressing and working well in the school since January ’09. Great credit is due to the hard-working and committed green-schools committee, the staff, the pupils and the parents of Scoil Naomh Iosaf.

                  The Green-Schools committee was selected on the 23rd of January and the first committee meeting took place on Friday the 30th of January. The committee directs the operations of the seven steps of the Green-Schools programme and is as much student-led as possible. It is composed of students, teachers, non-teaching staff (secretary and cleaner), parents and a member of the Board of Management. 

                  Since January all people involved have worked extremely hard and undertook an environmental review on the week of the 9th of February. This was step 2 of the Green-Schools Programme and involved examining the schools environmental impacts in order to identify targets for action and improvement. The boys conducted various surveys, made various observations and took photographs of the schools environment. From these examinations the committee successfully progressed to Step 3- The Action Plan. 

                    In Step 3- the committee agreed on specific and achievable targets that would be implemented in the school.
Actions

1. A letter was distributed to the parents regarding the goal in which the school is trying to receive the green flag and how this may be achieved.

2. Three bins were put in every room and were clearly labeled- recycling bin, non-recycling bin and compost bin.

3. The large compost bin was put back into action.

4. Children and staff were to make a conscious effort to use a reusable lunchbox and reusable bottle. 

5. An aim to reduce the amount of paper used to photocopy by photocopying on both sides and decrease the amount of notes sent home to parents. Messages are to be sent using ‘web-text’ and put on the website when possible.

6. A competition among classrooms for ‘Tidy classroom of the week’ award (overall winner 3rd and 4th class- Mr. Lavin’s classroom).
7. Photographs are being taken of various events and steps.

8. Fruit day is encouraged on a Wednesday and try to limit treat day to a Friday.
9. Online ‘Green Flag’ notice board on the school website.

10. A poster competition on recycling to increase awareness among the children.

11. The Parent’s council organised the front railing of the school to be power hosed and painted. 

12. A rota was put in place for bin monitors and litter wardens.

13. Mobile phone recycling for Barrettstown Mobile Phone Appeal.

14. Battery recycling depot in the school.

15. Used paper is shredded for bedding for local animals.

16. The school took part in the National Spring Clean Day on April 24th.

17. The recycling of school books scheme.

18. The recycling of uniforms scheme.

19. Spokesperson from Limerick County Council spoke to the pupils about recycling.

20. A puppet show for the pupils took place in the hall based on recycling and hosted by Limerick County Council.

21. Recycling of old clothes for Mrs. Quinn’s charity.

                The pupils and the staff of Scoil Naomh Iosaf have become increasingly aware of the benefits of recycling, have improved the tidiness of the school and have significantly reduced the amount of waste going to the landfill collected by Mr. Binman each week. Our target was to reduce the waste being produced going to the landfill by 10%. This has been achieved successfully, not only reducing it by 10% but reducing the waste produced by almost 50% from 49kg to 25kg. Everyone must be commended on their hard-work, cooperativeness and their willingness in working hard throughout our school to achieve the Green Flag. The results are showing and efforts must continue in the new school year as we want the Green Flag flying high outside Scoil Naomh Iosaf in the not too distant future.

Actions and measures that must take place in the upcoming school year in order to complete the Green-Schools Programme.
1. A school notice board must be erected for Green Flag activities.
2. The programme must be integrated into the curriculum, either directly through Science, or indirectly in other subject areas through innovative teaching.
3. Inform the wider community through displays and press coverage of our programme.
4. Recycling-in-action trip to Mungret recycling centre.
5. Select a Green Code for our school-this is a statement of the school’s commitment to environmental good habits. It can be in the form of a rap, song or poem and should be displayed in a prominent position.
Green Flag Committee

2nd Class- Matthew L, Finn M

3rd Class- Adam M

4th Class-Michael M, Paraic o, Cathal S

5th Class-Declan Mc, Cathal R

6th Class-Peter H, Cormac L, Eoin R

Parents- Sinead Lawler, Rose Fitzgerald, Mick McGrath, Mary Collins, Irene O’Mahony, Trish Canty, Deirdre Moore

Board of Management representative: David Normoyle

Staff-Aine Toomey, Sadie Neville, Deirdre O’Riordan, Breda Liddy (school cleaner), Ann Conway (school secretary). 
                       A special thanks to the present Green-Schools committee for their commitment and their hard-work. We will be sad to see our 6th class boys leave the school. The shared role of chairperson was-Peter H and Cormac L and secretary-Eoin R. They have all done a tremendous job and showed fantastic leadership and guidance. New boys will be elected for the committee in the new school year.
Winners of the Green Flag Poster Competition 

Well done to the following boys who won the Green Flag poster competition.

Kevin Mc-6th Class, Declan Mc-5th Class, Cathal S-4th Class, Eoin L-3rd Class, Martyn K-2nd Class, Tim M-1st Class, Fionn O- 1st Class, Cian H-Senior Infants.

