MINUTES - Green Flag Meeting
Date:
Fri Jan 30th, 2pm

Present:





Apologies
Aine Twomey





Mick McGrath
Sadie Neville




Trish Canty
Breeda Liddy




Sinead Dartnell
Ann Conway





Deirdre Moore
Sinead Lawler




Mary Collins
Rose Fitzgerald




Irene O’Mahoney
Matthew L

Finn M

Adam M

Micheal M

Paraic O’N

Cathal S

Declan Mc
Cathal R

Peter H
Cormac L 

Eoin R

1 Aine welcomed everyone to the first Green Schools Committee meeting and talked about the Agenda and what is involved in the role of Chairperson and Secretary of the Committee.

2 Eoin volunteered for Secretary and Peter and Cormac volunteered to share the Chairman role.

3 It was decided to do the Environmental Review on Tuesday week - Feb 10th.

4 Declan read through the list of items on the Environmental review checklist and we decided to divide the reviewing and answering of these items into teams. 

5 Teams and responsibilities as follows;

Matthew, Finn and Cormac

- Does the school have a litter problem?

- Does the school have a policy on litter?

- Is the school clean inside?

- Is the school clean outside?

Cathal R, Michael and Adam

  - Are there areas where litter is particularly bad?

- Are there any times of day/week where litter is particularly bad?

Paraic and Declan

- Does the litter originate mostly from eth school?

- Are there enough litterbins inside the school?

- Are there enough litterbins outside the school?

- Are they in the right places?

Peter, Eoin and Cathal S

- Are certain types of litter more common than others?
- Has your school ever carried out a litter survey?

- Do you take part in local (eg Tidy Towns) or national (eg National Spring Clean) tackling litter?

- Is the topic of litter incorporated into the school ethos/curriculum?

- Has the school ever been visited by a Litter Warden from the Local Authority?

It was stressed at the meeting that the first stage of the process - the Environmental Review is just to see what we are doing NOW and what the situation is in the school AT THE MOMENT re litter and waste.  Once we can establish what we have NOW then we can move onto the next stage which is the ACTION PLAN for how to deal with the litter and waste issues we uncover throughout the environmental review.

It is important that the environmental review findings and answers are written up so that we can start to put together some evidence for the Council who will be judging us for the Green Flag.  Some suggestions were to:

· take photos of current situation with disposable cameras

· write up summaries of current situation for each of the items above on charts that can be displayed on the Green School Noticeboard

Sadie and Aine commented that the boys on the Green School Committee were Leaders and needed to show their Leadership to the other pupils.  They also congratulated the boys for all of their suggestions so far about how to improve litter and waste issues in the school.  We agreed to have a think about it over the weekend and meet for a quick review on Monday at 11 to decide on next steps.

Meeting closed at 2.50pm

